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ALEXANDRIAN CHRONOLOGY. 


THE City of Alexandria was the residence of several eminent astronomers, 
whose recorded eclipses and occultations have fixed for us the dates of the 
reigns and other eras from which they counted their years. By means of 
these astronomical records the following Table of years and reigns has been 
for the most part formed. In each series of the Table the years follow in 
the simple order of the figures; but, as they were not in the several series 
always of the same length, they do not begin on the same new year’s day, 
nor do they keep pace one with another. In every case the Table, if it 
were quite exact, should mark the day on which a year begins; but it only 
aims at dividing time into reigns and years; and therefore months and days 
_. have been attended to only so far as is necessary to count the years correctly. 
At the head of every column is written the name of the series which follows 
below, while in the margin are occasionally written the proofs which join one - 
series with another. A few events simply historical have also been added in 
the margin. | | 


The years before and after our era of the birth of Christ are supposed to © 
be Julian years, or without any perceptible inaccuracy may be taken as those 
now in use; and they are calculated backwards from the present time. They 
are placed in the first column as the common scale to which all the events can 
be most easily referred. They begin at or near our first of January; for no: 
‘such exactness is here required as to make us wish to distinguish between 
Julian and Gregorian years. 
The years of Nabonassar king of Babylon are those by which the Baby- . 
lonian and Alexandrian astronomers recorded their observations. They began 
in the year 3. c. 747, as is determined by the observation of Venus, quoted in 
‘the margin at B.c. 272, and by the eclipse of the moon, at B.c. 174. Several 


7. 


’ 
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IV 
eras, or series of years, are very satisfactorily referred to the era of Nabonassar 
by Censorinus. In his work De Die Natali, cap. xxi., he writes thus: 

‘ According to this calculation, unless I am mistaken, this year, of which 
‘the name is The Consulship of Ulpius and Pontianus, is the 1014th from the 
‘ first Olympiad, counting from Midsummer when the Olympic games are cele- 
‘brated, It is the 991st of Rome, counting from the feast of Pales, the day 
‘from which the years of the city are counted. Of the Julian years it is the 
* 283d; but from the calends of January, which Julius Czesar made the begin- 
‘ning of his reformed year. Of the Augustan years it is the 265th, also from 
‘ the calends of January ; although it was on the sixteenth day before the calends 
‘of February that the emperor Cesar, the son of Divus, was declared to be 
‘ Augustus by the senate and other citizens, on the motion of Munacius Plancus, ~ 
‘ when he was consul the seventh time, and Vipsanius Agrippa the third time. 
‘ But the Egyptians call this year the 267th Augustan year, because they were 
‘ brought under the power of Rome two years before. For among the Egyp- 
‘ tians, as with us, some years are named on the plan of those of Nabonassar, 
‘ which begin’with the first year of his reign. Of the years of Nabonassar this 
‘is the 986th. So also those of Philip [ Arridzeus] are counted from the death of 
‘ Alexander the Great to this year, which is the 562d. These years begin on the 
‘ first day of the Egyptian month Thoth, which this year is the seventh before 
‘the calends of July; one hundred years ago, in the consulship of Antoninus 
‘ Pius and Bruttius Praesens, the first of Thoth was the twelfth day before the 
‘ calends of August, the day when in Egypt the dog-star rises heliacally.’ 


The Egyptian years are counted from the era of Menophres, or the twen- 
tieth of July, B.c. 1321. This was fourteen hundred and sixty natural years 
before the twentieth of July, a. Dp. 139, the day spoken of in the above quoted 
passage from Censorinus, when the dog-star rose heliacally in the second year 
of Antoninus. These years, like those of Nabonassar, contained three hundred 
and sixty-five days exactly ; and hence this period of fourteen hundred and sixty 
natural years, for want of a system of leap-years, contained fourteen hundred 
and sixty-one civil years. This was called a Sothic or Canicular period. The 
era of Menophres, or beginning of the first Sothic period, is fixed by a passage 
of Theon, quoted in Cory’s Fragments. He says that the last year of Augustus 
(that is, the year before the 1st of Diocletian, or A.D. 284), is sixteen hundred 


Vv 


and five years from the era of Menophres. This is confirmed by the statement 
of Censorinus above quoted. Menophra, after whom this Egyptian era was 
named, was the Egyptian king Thothmosis III., who bore that prenomen. The 
time of the year when the first of Thoth, the new-year’s day, fell, is easily 
calculated for every year by means of the words of Censorinus. In B.c. 1321 
it was the twentieth of July. Every fourth year it became one day earlier 
in the season; and in a. pb. 139 it was again the twentieth of July, old style. 
This statement of Censorinus is confirmed by the astronomers, who have all 
used this year and its months in recording their observations. The day on which 
this moveable new year’s day fell is given in every second page of the Table. 


The years of Alexander’s death are fixed by the statement of Censorinus, 
and still more certainly by the astronomical observations quoted in the Table. 
They are Egyptian years, like those of Nabonassar and Menophres. The first 
year of the reign of Philip Arridzeus was called the Ist year of Alexander’s death. 


The years of the king’s reigns are all Egyptian years, beginning on the 
moveable first of Thoth, until the 5th year of Augustus, when that emperor 
introduced in Alexandria the Julian year, with the use of a leap-year. After 
that year the years of the emperors’ reigns are Julian years, and are called 
Alexandrian years. They begin on the twenty-ninth of August, which was the 
Egyptian new-year’s day, when the Julian mode of reckoning was introduced 
into Alexandria. The years of the reign in Egypt did not begin and end as 
with us on the anniversary of the accession, but on the civil new-year’s day. 
The first year of every king’s reign ended on the day before the next new-year’s 
day, and thus it was in length less than twelve months: so also was the last 
year of his reign. The last year of one king, and the first year of the next king, 
together contained twelve months: .to this rule however there are some excep- 
tions, when the succession to the crown was not regular; as on the death of 
Cleopatra, and on the death of Pertinax. 


The length of every reign before Augustus is taken from Porphyry’s His- 
tory as published in Scaliger’s Eusebius. In several cases, a king continued to 
count the years from his predecessor’s coming to the throne. In some cases, 
the series was continued through several reigns, as in the cases of Arridzeus, of 
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Augustus, and of Diocletian. The beginning of Diocletian’s reign was a little 
later called by the Christians the era of Martyrs, because of the persecutions 
which they suffered under that emperor. These years however were not counted 
from the year in which the persecution took place. 


After the accession of Diocletian it becomes necessary to attend to the 
Roman method of counting the years of a reign. At Rome and Constantinople 
an emperor’s years were counted from his first imperial consulship: this began 
in January after his accession. Thus Diocletian came to the throne early in 
A.D. 285. In Alexandria his first year ended on the twenty-eighth of August 
in that year. In the next January he was installed as consul, and thus his first 


year, according to the Roman computation, began four months after it was - 


ended in Alexandria. ; 

The Alexandrian coins are in most cases dated by the year of the reign in 
which they were struck. On those years for which such coins are now to be 
found in our eabinets, the Greek numerals for the date have been added to the 
Table in a column for that purpose: these coins often determine the length of 
a reign. A few foreign coins are also mentioned in the margin, when their 
dates help us to fix the beginning or end of a reign. The authority for the 
coins is Mionnet’s Medailles Antiques. 


In addition to these eras, which were more particularly Alexandrian or 


Egyptian, a few others are included in the Table, which bring further certainty — 


to the dates of some of the reigns. 


The era of the Seleucidze was used in Syria; it began on the death of the 
young Alexander AEgus, the son of Alexander the Great. Several emperors’ 
coins are dated by this era, which thus, while it fixes the date of one reign, is 
itself fixed by another reign. 


In.the year that Czesar conquered Pompey at Pharsalia, some cities of 
Syria began a new series of dates: this was called the era of Antioch. It 
continued in use till Antioch was taken by the Arabs; and, while Alexandria 
was subject to Antioch, it was used in the Alexandrian Chronicle. There 


vil 

can be very little doubt that the years of the Seleucide, and of Antioch, both 
began on the same new-year’s day with the Egyptian years, till the 9th of 
Augustus; and after that time, with the Alexandrian new-year’s day. Had 
there been a new-year’s day among the Greeks in Syria different from that of 
Babylon and Alexandria, Censorinus and other writers would undoubtedly 
have told us of it. 


The years of Rome are counted from an imagined time, when the city was 
supposed to be built; they were at first of very uncertain length, and had a 
doubtful new-year’s day. But Julius Cesar reformed the Roman calendar by 
the help of Egyptian science; he made the year begin on the first of January, 
and contain three hundred and sixty-five days and a quarter. This he arranged 
by giving to the ordinary year three hundred and sixty-five days, and making 
every fourth year a leap-year with three hundred and sixty-six days. The year 
of Rome 709, or a.D. 45, was the first leap-year at Rome. In the following 
Table the leap-years are marked with a star. The years of Rome in the Table 
are made to begin in January, as fixed by Julius Cesar; not on the feast of 
Pales, towards the end of April, as counted by Censorinus. 


The Olympiads were periods of four years each. The years began at Mid- 
summer, being natural years guided by the seasons; and they were counted 
from Midsummer B.c. 776, as we learn from Censorinus in the passage before 


quoted. 


About the time of the legal establishment of Christianity, the ecclesiastical 
writers date by the Indiction, a period of fifteen years. This, however, is of 
no great service to us, for the writers only count the years of an indiction, and 
not the indictions themselves; and only so far distinguish them sometimes, as 
to describe one as Constantine’s first indiction. They are fixed by the Alexan- 


drian Chronicle. 


The Arabic writers date by the Hegira, or flight of Mahomet. The Arabic 
years are counted from Friday the 16th of July, a.p. 622. They contain only 
three hundred and fifty-four days, and thus the new-year’s day very soon runs 


the round of the seasons. 
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